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I, Name 
historic Guthr ie  Ha l l  

andfor common N/A 

street & number Route 719 N/A not for publication 

X Seventh 
city, town Esmont - vicinity of ~ ~ n g r e ~ ~ i ~ n a l  district (J. Kenneth Robinson) 

state Virg in i a  code 5l county Albemarle code 003 

3. Classification 
Category Ownership Status Present Use 
- district - public 2 occupied - agriculture museum 
2 building(s) 2 private - unoccupied - commercial - park 
- structure b o t h  w o r k  in progress - educational 2 private residence 
- site Public Acquisition Accessible - entertainment - religious 
- object - in process y e s :  restricted - government - scientific 

* p i n g  considered - yes: unrestricted - industrial - transportation 
2 no - military - other: 

4. Owner of Property 
M s .  Maryann MacConochie 

street & number Guthrie 

citv. town Esmont N/A vicinity of state Virg in i a  22937 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Albemarle County Courthouse 

street & number N /A 

citv. town C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e  

- 

state V i r q i n i a  

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
- - -~ 

Virq in i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks 
title Commission Survey has this property been determined elegible? - yes X no 

date lg7* - federal 2 state - county - local 

depositoryfor survey records Virg in i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission, 221 Governor S t r e e t  

city, town Richmond state V i r g i n i a  23219 



- -  - 

I .  Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
- excellent -Xdeteriorated 2 unaltered original site 
- good -ruins -L altered -moved date N/A 
-fair - unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

Guthrie Hall i s  s i tua ted  i n  a clearing along the Green Mountain near the  v i l l age  of 
Esmont. The broad south lawn overlooks terraced f i e l d s  and woods. Guthrie Hall i s  a 
seven-bay, 2%-story house on a ra ised basement. An imposing s t ruc ture ,  the house i s  con- 
s t ructed of concrete faced with quartz rocks, giving the i l l u s i o n  of random-course stone. 
The whole is covered with a standing-seam sheet metal roof with a copper wash pierced by 
shed-roofed dormers on the north elevation and pedimented dormers on the  remaining sides. 

The building consis ts  of four dramatically d i f fe ren t  elevations.  The facade's (north) 
main block is divided i n t o  three p a r t s  and faces a rectangular courtyard framed by a stone 
wall. A broad e l l i p t i c a l  arch spans the cen t ra l  section shel ter ing a two-story recessed 
entry reached by broad concrete s t a i r s  with a turned baluster  r a i l .  The arch i s  a very 
dist inguishing feature ,  one not seen i n  s imilar  form anywhere e l se .  An ex te r ior  stone chim- 
ney rises up through the center of the space. Pedimented gable ends with a p l a in  f r i eze  and 
deep molded cornices with d e n t i l  blocks house twin en t r ies  encased with simple architrave 
trim. Asymmetrical Ionic colonnades extend from each end; the  ea s t  colonnade which connects 
with a two-story kitchen and servants'  quar ters  was enclosed ca. 1950, while the  unaltered 
west colonnade joins a porte-cochere. 

The south elevation has a two-story Roman Doric portico with three dormers t h a t  open 
onto the port ico roof.  A Doric entablature is  carr ied across the facade and on the east- 
west elevations.  The center glazed entrance door i s  framed by a pediment, while the flank- 
ing windows have cornices. A concrete balustraded terrace envelops the rear  elevation and 
extends t o  the  s ide  (eas t )  elevation where it surrounds a conservatory. The conservatory, 
o r  sun porch, has glazing s e t  between Ionic columns covered by a s l i g h t  balustraded roof. 

I n  contras t  t o  the  preceding e1evation;the west s ide  of the  hou-se is res t ra ined.  It 
i s  distinguished only by a cen t ra l  two-story pavil ion centered under a pedimented dormer. 

. . 

While Guthrie Hal l ' s  ex te r ior  elevations a r e  varied, the  i n t e r i o r  i s  symmetrical. The 
center block of the  house i s  dominated by the "great  ha l l "  flanked on the ea s t  by a dining 
room and on the west by an o f f i c e  and l ib ra ry .  The colonnades extend t o  the  rooms t h a t  
formerly functioned a s  service  areas. 

The "great ha l l "  (45' x 3 5 ' )  has seven-foot-high recessed oak panels. The ce i l ing  
displays massive rough-hewn chestnut beams with simple chamfering intersected by chestnut 
jo i s t s .  An i n l a id  border parquet f loor  fur ther  decorates t he  room. The f i rep lace  on the 
north wall  has a recessed-panel surround and a high shelf and cornice with dentil-block 
molding. An arcade consist ing of heavy paneled p i e r s  supporting segmental arches creates 
a passage along the  f ron t  (north) wall connecting the  s ide  rooms. 

The,dining room is t rea ted  with an exaggerated wainscot and baseboard below a cornice 
, with egq-and-dairt' and dent ' i l  i o l~ i i i q s :  The p l a s t e r  strapwork ce i l ing  was added ca. 1930. 

i The f i rep lace  i s ss i2 tof f -cen te r  ' in ir.pro'j'ecting chimney breas t  accented by f lu ted  p i l a s t e r s  

i with a Georgian-style mantel. 

The l i b ra ry  and o f f i ce  continue the treatment of the ha l l :  i n  addit ion,  there  a r e  
open shelves i n  both r o o m s  and a walk-in sa fe  i n  the  of f ice .  A small reception room leads 
from the w e s t  colonnade t o  a narrow s t a i r  h a l l  with an enclosed half-turn s t a i r  with paneled 
wainscoting. 

(See Continuation Sheet #1) 



8.' Significance 

Period 
- prehistoric 
- 1400-1 499 
- 1500-1 599 
- 1600-1 699 
- 1700-1799 
- 1800-1 899 

1900- 

Areas of S igni f icancbCheck and justify below 
- archeology-prehistoric - community planning - landscape architecture- religion 
- archeology-historlc -conservation - law - science 
- agriculture - ~ C O ~ O ~ ~ C S  - literature -scuipture 
2 architecture -education - military - social1 
- art -engineering - music humanitarian 
-commerce - explorationisettlement - philosophy -theater 
-communications -industry - politics/government t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  

- invention - other (specify) 

Specific dates Ca- 1901 BuiideriArchitect Unknown 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Guthrie Hall i s  perhaps the la rges t  and most a rch i tec tura l ly  individual of the numerous 
country mansions t h a t  resul ted from the inf lux of plutocrats  i n t o  Albemarle County around 
the turn of the  century. W i t h  i t s  porticoes,  loggias, quadrant wings, and curious wide- 
arched entrance, the  massive rock-faced house combines Georgian Revival, Palladian, and 
r u s t i c  influences. Guthrie Hall was erected ca. 1901 for  John Guthrie Hopkins, a self-made 
copper magnate who came t o  Virginia t o  pursue h i s  hobby of res tor ing decayed old houses. 
Although Stanford White was ear ly  credited a s  being the a rch i tec t ,  it is  more l ike ly  t h a t  
the  house's appearance is due mainly t o  Hopkins himself, working i n  consultation with h i s  
engineer. A few years a f t e r  it was completed, the house was described a s  "a p a l a t i a l  Colo- 
n i a l  residence," located i n  the  "del ightful  Piedmont Section of Old Virginia,  the birthplace 
of American ar is tocracy and genuine oldtime Southern Hospitality. "1 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

John Guthrie Hopkins (1854-1955) was a native of Scotland who came t o  America as a 
thirteen-year-old immigrant, workinghis,,.way up f m . a  farmhand t o  a mining mill ionaire.  
H i s  investment i n  the Arizona Copper company in"l888 enabled him t o  r e t i r e  a r i ch  man ten 
years l a t e r .  Typical of many outsiderswho,came t o  Albemarle,County i n  the  ear ly  1900s, 
Hopkins was lured by the  county's scenic countryside and sociable l i f e  s t y l e .  The area 
also offered Hopkins the opportunity t o  enjoy h i s  hobby, restoring aging es ta tes .  He 
f i r s t  s e t t l e d  near Esmont where he restored the Dabney farm, today known as Rin-Ran. After 
completing the work, he chose t o  construct  for  himself an en t i r e ly  new house f reely in te r -  
preting aspects o f '  ~ e o r g i a n  'and other Classical  s ty les .  He engaged a s t ruc tu ra l  engineer, 
Fred Kennedy, who employed i n  Guthrie Hall's s t a t e l y ,  i f  somewhat weighty, s h e l l  the most 
up-to-date s t ruc tu ra l  system and f a c i l i t i e s .  A sa l e s  brochure of ca .  1905 praised the house 
fo r  i ts  " f u l l  concrete s t ructure ,  quartz granite-covered walls; massive hewn oak beam ce i l -  
ings; guest rooms; a l l - t i l e d  bath rooms; mahogany-finished of f ice ,  with large bu i l t - in  
combination safe;  ra i l road  s ta t ion ;  water system; e l e c t r i c  light-steam heating plant ;  
b i l l i a r d  room; bowling a l ley ;  manager's house; stable-garage . . . ' 1 2  

Hopkins sold Guthrie Hall i n  1906 and s e t t l e d  i n  Loudoun County, where he continued 
h i s  i n t e r e s t  i n  res tor ing  houses. The e s t a t e  passed through a succession of owners, none 
keeping the place fo r  more than a few years. In  1939 the property was acquired by a Danish 
nobleman, Baron John von Liedersdorf,who gained a reputation i n  the county as  an adventure- 
some ar t  dealer.  The present owner, Maryann Jessup MacCon~chie, purchased Guthrie Hall 
with her l a t e  husband, P h i l l i p  Jessup, i n  1968. 

IA. Lee Knowles Agency, "Guthrie Hall, " (Real Estate Pamphlet, Staunton, Va., ca. 1905) . 
21bid. - 
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10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 

Quadrangle name Esmont, Va- Quadrangle scale l : 24000 
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1 1. Form Prepared By 

nameltltle Virginia ~istoric Landmarks Commission Staff 

organization ~irginia ~istoric Landmarks ConmLission date March 1981 

atrcct & nllrnhcr 221 Street (804) .786-3144 teleahnne . . ,. 

cltv or town Richmond state Virginia 23219 
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12. State ~ is tor ic  ~reservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated slgnlficance of this property within the state Is: 

- national 2 state - local 

As the deslgnated State Historic Preservation Officer 
665). 1 hereby nominate this property for Inclusion in 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature - 
H. Brvan Mitchell, Executive ~irector// 
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7. DESCRIPTION 

Nine rooms a r e  loca ted  on t h e  second f l o o r .  The top  s t o r y  is unfinished except f o r  
two rooms loca ted  under t h e  nor th  pediments. The space o r i g i n a l l y  was intended f o r  a gym 
o r  dance h a l l .  The exposed beam const ruct ion  is continued through t h e  c e l l a r ,  which o r i g i n a l l y  
contained a bowling a l l e y ,  b i l l i a r d  room, wine c e l l a r ,  and o t h e r  rooms. 

The d r i v e  and t e r raced  nor th  lawn a r e  overgrown with low bushes and t r e e s ,  while the  wide 
south lawn has been kept  c l e a r ,  providing a v i s t a  t o  t h e  southwest. 

MPM 

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION 

The nominated land,  cons i s t ing  of approximately twenty-six ac res ,  i s  a f r a c t i o n  of t h e  
350-acre e s t a t e .  The boundaries are drawn t o  include t h e  n a t u r a l  650-foot contour which 
contains t h e  main house and surrounding lawns and provides t h e  s i t e  with scenic  v i s t a s  t o  the  
southwest. 






